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Elissa Montanti, named grand marshal of the Island's Columbus I}ay
Parade, is pictured with Al Ameer from lrag. Her efforts helped bring the

child to the ULS.

BP announces grand marshal
of borough'’s Columbus parade

STATEN SLAND ADVANCE

The “Saint of Staten Island™
will be the grand marshal of
the 15th Annual Columbus
Day Parade, Borough Presi-
dent James Molinaro an-
nounced yesterday.

Elissa Montanti of Arro-
char, who was given the nick-
name by People Magazine for
her work with the Global
Medical Relief Fund, will lead
the march on Sunda;s.r. The pa-
rade steps off from New Dorp
High School at 1 p.m. and goes
up New Dorp Lane before dis-
persing at the South Railroad
Avenue overpass.

Before the parade begins,
Molinaro will present Ms.
Montanti with a certificate
and the grand marshal sash
during a ceremony commem-
orating [Italian Heritage
Maonth in the New Dorp High
School lobby at 11 a.m.

“Elissa Montanti is repre-
sentative of the wonderful,
concerned, committed indi-
viduals who make Staten Is-
land such a great place to
live," Molinaro said.

Through her nonprofit
agency, the Global Medical
Relief Fund, Ms. Montanti

helps yvoung victims of war

and natural disasters from all
over the world. Since 1906,
she has arranged for 50 chil-
dren to receive medical care
and prosthetics that they
otherwise would not have
been able to get.

The agency is headguar-
tered on the grounds of the
Mission of the Immaculate
Virgin at Mount Loretto,
where children brought to
America for treatment stay
with their caregivers. Ms.
Montanti, a native Islander,
works with the Shriners Hos-
pital for Children in Philadel-
phia, and Columbia Presby-
terian Hospital in Manhattan,
to provide sargery, prosthet-
ics and rehabilitation for chil-
dren suffering from debilitat-
ing injuries.

Parade-goers can look for-
ward to a vibrant celebration
of Ttalian culture, complete
with music, dancing and Moli-
naro's own parade float,
which will be a replica of one
of the three ships that Chris-
topher Columbus sailed. Stu-
dents from PS5 29, Castleton
Corners, will join him on the
float as they portray Colum-
bus, Queen Isabella and deck-
hands.



Wherers:  Richmend County is home fo the largest nanrher of Taltan-Americans in the United Sates, so it {5 no
warnder thad Staten Islanders rake gread pride e owr wonderfiul ethnle herivage and the vast condeibuttons of the
falinn people fo our Borough amd our Natfen; and

Wherens: Each Qctober, Sioten [iland celebrates falian Heritage Month in conjunction witl the Calwrrbues Day
Parade, and this year the Borough President es wamed Efissa Mowntansi, founder of the Globol Medical Relief Fund,
s fre 2005 feaedian Mevitage Monsh omeree and Gramd Marslhal of dve 156 Anneal Columbas Day Parede; and

Whereas:  Called “The Saing of Steten Isfand™ by “People® magagine, Eftssa Montaa! helps poung vicifins of
wurr and natural disesier from all over the world through er mon-profis agency, and stnce T996, she has arcanged
Jove 50 children to recelve the miedical care tiey otfeerwise would have gowe withoul; and

Whereas: O Detober 2nd, Elissa Momtanii will lead Staten Islonders of all backgrounds in a celebration of
Italian-American culture in the parade along New Dorp Lane with hundreds of marchers, colorfud foars, bands,
arrd dancirs,

NOW, THEREFORE, I, JAMES P MOLINAROD
President af the Berough of Sioten Island, by virfue of the
power aed auflvority vested e me by the laves af tee City anad
Sitmte af New York, do herely proclaine Ootober 2, 2005 as

ITALIAN HERTAGE MONTH HONOREE
ELISSA MONTANTI DAY

1 fhe .ﬂa.rn.ugﬁ nf.ﬁ'ﬂl’:'u Tulamdl
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunis sev my

hand and affived the seal of the Borongh of Siaten Ishand
this Secomd day af October in the pear af Quir Lord,
Twer Thousand aind Five,

L
B

- Jaenes B Maolisara
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