War kids’ savior

By RITA DELFINER

When a T-year-old Iragi
boy lost hh right arm and
eyesight after being caught
in the crossfire bebween
Arnerican forces and guer-
rillas, a US Army major in
Baghdad called Elissa Mon-
tant.

“Lhe zasd ‘Can YOI I;-c:'.p
thiz child® " recalled Mon-
tandi, founder of the Glohal
Medical Relsef Fund, who
s made it her life's work
to bring children who have
lost limbs duc to war or
matural dizsaster here to be
fitted with prostheses

“l picked Ahmed Sharif
up at the IT.J-.!I border. The
psor kid wss holding on to

nis teddy bear It owas

heartbreaking.” said Mon-
tantl, who depends on do-
nations.

“I do it on a prayer,” said
Montanti, a Staten Islander
who has brought 52 chil-
dren here since 1997 and
sends themm home with
prosthetc limbs and eyes,

Montanti, a 2002 Liberty
Medal nominse, was moma-
nated again this year for
the Ambassador Medal by
[Faul Micholls, a 2004 win-
THIT.

Last  year, Montanti
brought Ahmed o the
Trnited States, and he was
fitted with an artificial arm
at Shriners Hospital in Phil-
adelphla &t no cost, She
s3id Ahmed now 9 and
baming  Braille, also re

ANGEL OF MERCY: Elissa Montanti with Kenan Malkic (left) and

Ahmed Sharif, two war victims she helped provide with prostheses. S8 1
¥ o d

L
S.|. woman brings hope -: .

to maimed youngsters - fﬁ,;f»/

ceived  prosthetic
evis through New-
York- -Presbyterian
Hospital 'Columbia
All the children return
annually to be refitted until
they stop growing.
Ahmed's here now, stay-
ing with Momtantd at a
Staten Island facilicy pro-

vided by Mount Manresa
[esule Retreat House,
where she muns the pro

ETan.

*He's a rejoolar Litthe boy,”
she said. "You want 10 eat
fhm up”

Montamti was first moved
o help the children of war
in 1997, when she read a
letter  writhen by then-i4
'_|-'|':l|-|||.q.|. Kenan  Malkic,
whose arms and a leg were

blown off when he stepped
on 3 land mine in his native
Bosnia.

E!: % the reasom [ starbed
thiz,® she sald of Malkic,
whom she brought here o

be fried with  arificial
arms and a leg.
Malkic, now 24, abiends

college i the city and will
*HIE] HL'.'I.’I.I:II.I.".

“All the children 1 bring
here look up to him an1

say, 'If he |_|||| i da it
can,' = she ik
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